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EU Prospects and Security in SEE: Hidden Economy, 
Transborder Crime and Development

International Conference

28-29 October 2005

Hilton Sofia, Bulgaria

Program
28 October, Friday
9.30 – 9.45
Opening: 
Dr. Ognian Shentov, Chairman, Center for the Study of Democracy
Arnold Wehmhoerner, Resident Representative, Friedrich Ebert Foundation in Bulgaria
9.45 – 12.30 
Panel 1: The Informal Economy and Development in SEE
This panel will look into the causes and consequences of informal economic activities in SEE countries with a special emphasis on taxes and labor market. It will track the impact informal economy has on the economic development in SEE in the context of their EU aspirations and what specific policies can be put in place in the region and in the countries to reduce its negative effects. The panel will trace how different forms of informal economy migrate into each other, e.g. how grey activities become white or legal and how grey flows into black economy. 
Panelists:
Dr. Piet Renooy, Managing Director, Regioplan, The Netherlands
Mario Holzner, Economist, The Vienna Institute for International Studies, Austria
Dr. Predrag Bejakovic, Researcher, Institute of Public Finance, Croatia
Gergana Tsareva, Director for Registration and Licensing, Ministry of Economy and Energy of Bulgaria
11.00 – 11.15 
Coffee break 
Discussion
12.30 – 14.00
Lunch

14.00 – 17.00
Panel 2: Informal Employment: Social Security Risks and Policy Responses
This second panel will look into a specific and very important aspect of informality introduced during the previous session – labor. It will trace the links between informal employment and social security in SEE: its impact on the social security system, migration, social exclusion and crime. Panelists will analyze strategies to increase the movement from informal to formal employment and away from criminal activities and transborder crime. Specific attention will be paid to the role of the institutions for social dialogue – the trade unions.
Panelists:

Ruslan Stefanov, Project Coordinator, Economic Program, Center for the Study of Democracy

Prof. Petrus van Duyne, Professor, Empirical Penal Science, Tilburg University, The Netherlands
Hristina Mitreva, Chief Director, Analyses, Planning and Projections Department, National Social Security Institute 
Elka Dimitrova, Director for Labor Market Policy, Ministry of Labor and Social Policy of Bulgaria 
Konstantin Pashev, Senior Fellow, Economic Program, Center for the Study of Democracy
15.15 – 15.30
Coffee break 
Discussion
29 October, Saturday
9.30 – 12.30
 Panel 3: Transborder Crime in SEE: Challenges for EU Security
The conference will conclude with an analysis of the criminal linkages of the informal economy. This panel will present different methodologies for evaluating transborder crime and crime transfer from East to West and how these depict the current status qua in SEE countries. It will thus track the underlying issues of transborder crime in the region and what are the different options for its effective reduction. This is particularly relevant for SEE where a number of employment brokerage companies abuse their business and get involved in human trafficking and other criminal operations. The discussion will highlight the vulnerabilities of the mechanisms for supply of labor from SEE to the EU as most of it concerns informal labor and is often exploited by cross border criminals.  
Panelists:

Prof. Brice De Ruyver, Professor, Institute for International Research on Criminal Policy, Ghent University, Belgium
Javier Ruiz-Martinez, Lecturer of Politics and Public Administration, Department of Politics and Sociology, Carlos III University of Madrid
Prof. Óscar Jaime-Jiménez, Director, Institute for Policing Studies, Spain
Tihomir Bezlov, Senior Analyst, Center for the Study of Democracy
11.00 – 11.15
Coffee break
Discussion
12.30
Lunch
Working languages: English and Bulgarian. Translation will be provided
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