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Introduction 

• CLDS is mostly research organization, not a watchdog, nor an activist 
organization.  That means that: 

• We have not focused to individual corruption cases 

• We have taken cold, analytical view 

• CLDS „corruption projects“: 

• Corruption in Serbia (2001) 

• Corruption in the Customs Administration (2002) 

• Corruption in Judiciary (2004) 

• Corruption in Serbia: Five Years Later (2007) 

• Economic Analysis of Corruption (2007) 

• All these are available in Serbian and English on our web site (other 
than the last one) www.clds.rs  

• Project teams included economists, lawyers and sociologists/social 
psychologists 

http://www.clds.rs/


Corruption in Serbia (2001) 

• As far as I know, this was the first systematic analysis of 
corruption in Serbia 

• It included both survey on public PERCEPTION of corruption 
and entrepreneur’s EXPERIENCE with corruption (very 
important) 

• Also, it provided the main elements for the anticorruption 
strategy: Deregulation of economic life, Reform of the 
judiciary system, Reform of the fiscal system, Public 
administration reform, and establishment of independent 
anti-corruption institutions  



Some survey findings – impressions and opinions 



Some survey findings - experiences 



Corruption in the Customs 
Administration 
• Survey of both Customs officials and entrepreneurs who 

regularly deal with the CA 

• Trying to identify exact causes and mechanisms for corruption 

• Good cooperation with the Customs Administration 



Survey of Customs officials, some 
findings 



Survey of Businessmen 



Corruption in Judiciary (2004) 

• Survey of both judiciary officials (lawyers, judges and 
prosecutors) and entrepreneurs 

• The survey included about 200 officials, including 15 court 
presidents, about 60 judges, 30 prosecutors, 50 private 
lawyers and about 50 court administrators 



Entrepreneurs 



Officials 



Corruption in Serbia: Five years 
later 
• Basically, we have repeated all the questions from the first 

study.  

• Generally, experience has improved MUCH more than 
impressions. 

 



Some findings - public 



Entrepreneurs 



Concluding remarks 

• CLDS did research on corruption in Serbia before it was a hot 
political topic 

• We had support from the government officials as at the time 
they could reflect all the problems on the legacy of Milosevic 
regime 

• It would probably be more difficult today 

• It was actually difficult to „sell“ good news – everybody 
„knows“ that the situation is worse than it was. 

• We mostly did not see corruption as a problem per se, but as 
an indicator of real problems (discretionary decision making, 
large influence of the state on the economy, bad laws and 
other regulations) so our proposals were more directed 
toward preemting room for corruption. Politicians took those 
advices very selectively. 


