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Key features

O Social media as means of mobilization, evolution
and organization.

O Strong anti-party sentiments.

0 Peaceful character.
O Massiveness of mobilization The Greek
O Duration indignants

O Athens — main city of protest

H padlkoTnTa TWV KvNTomoLoewv otnv EAAASa Sev glval mTPpwToOyvVwPo XOPAKTNPLOTIKO,
aAAa amno tig StadnAwoelg tig Sekaetiag tou ‘80 kal £metta dev mapatnpnOnke Tétola
padikotnta.

Ta social media w¢ PEoO KLVNTOTOLNGNG KAl N XPOVLKI SLAPKELD TWV KLVNTOTOLNOEWV €ival
Kawvodavr XapaKTNPLOTIKA autol Tou TUTtou Spdong.

X0pOKTNPLOTIKO TO onuelo Tou eMAEXDNKE yLa tn Slopaptupla, N MAATELQ ZUVTAYLOTOG
aKpLBWC amévavTL amo to KowoPoUAlo ekdppalovtog £TOL KL TOV EVIOVA OVTIKOUUATIKO
XOPOKTNPA TNG KlvnTomoinaong.



Hypotheses

0 Was the mass mobilization of the Greek
“Outraged” a homogeneous movement?

o Did it challenge the political status quo?

0 What were their opinions about democracy, the
political parties and the politicians?

o Did they reject or tolerate political violence?

Ooov adopd To TteplexOUEVO auToU Tou slide wg Mpog Ta epeuvNTIKA LOG EPWTHMOTA: O)
TIoloL NTav Kot B) TL OKEPTOVTAV OL CUUHUETEXOVTEG OE EKELVN TN HAlIKA Klvntomoinaon.
KaBwg tétolou eidoug popd£g ouAAoyikng Spaong Kat pallkng Stapaptupiag Bewpeitat OtL
Umopel va umtovopeUouV To status quo, okepOnkape otL Ba sixe eviladEpov va
SLEPEVVNOOUUE TIG AVTIAAYELG TWV CUMUETEXOVTWV yLa tn dnpokpatia otnv EAAASa Kal t
dnuokpatia wg éva cuoTNUA SLAKUBEPVNONG YEVLKOTEPQ, TN YVWHN TOUG YLO TOUG
TIOALTIKOUG BeopoUG (TO KOPUOTA) KoL TA LECA TNG TIOALTLKAG SpAonG: LSLALTEPWE LG
evOLEdePE VA SLATILOTWOOUHE OV OL CUMHUETEXVTIEG EVEKPLVAY 1} AMEPPLUTTAV TN Bla yevikd
KaL T Bla KATA Twv TMOALTIKWY ELSLKOTEPA. HTAV AVEKTLKOL KOl KOTA TIOLOV TPOTIO ATEVAVTL
otnv moAwtikn Bla;

YnoBeon epyaciag pag nrav Ot mapd tn HodlkoTNTa TG KOWWVLKNAG SLapapTupilag Kot TLg
OUMBOALKA aKpaieg ekONAWOELG TwV Stapaptupopévwy, n mMAsetoPndia Sev otpeddtav Katd
Twv apXwvV tnG GAeAeBepnc dnuokpatiag.Molo ATav, wWoTtdoo, TO TMEPLEXOUEVO TNG
KPLTIKNG auTtnC; Ol CUMUETEXOVTEC, TOPA TNV £viaon ou SLEBete n Slapaptupia Toug,
otpeddvTav evavtiov Twv BeoUWV Kal KUplwg Twv Aettoupywy (agents) Kot OXL EvavVTiov
Twv aflwv TNGSNUOKPATIOC.



Theoretical approaches

Mass mobilization, political protest and
democracy




Mass Mobilization, Political Protest and
Democracy

0 50s — 60s: New forms of mass mobilization.
O Economic growth
O Democratization unconventional forms of social
O Value change and political action

0 Economic crisis, political mistrust and electoral volatility
=>Consolidation and formalization of the new forms
(Barnes & Kaase, 1979).

O Mass Protest: need to express dissatisfaction (Boulding
1965, Farah, Barnes & Heunks 1979)

Post-materialism and post war prosperity, namely economic growth, democratization of

public education, value change of the post industrial world => unconventional forms of
social and political actions.

But economic crisis and political discomfort soon transforms them to a norm.

Political protest requires the feeling of discontent and political inefficacy.



Protest within or against Democracy?

0 Do representative Democracy and mass protest share a
common audience?
o “Rent a crowd theory’:
O Left wing young people,
O well educated,
O No party - identification
O Political mobilization & protest: became a norm in the

post-industrial societies (Marsh & Kaase 1979;
Gemenis & Dinas 2012)

0 “Normalization of the protester” (van Aelst &
Walgrave, 2001)

¢ Political mobili: became a norm in the post-industrial

e According to the “rent-a-crowd” theory, citizens who participate in mass mobilizations
and political protest are considered to be left-wing young people, well educated, with
no party identifications or other political ties. Marsh & Kaase (1979: 58) refute this
stand, by supporting almost the opposite; the “readiness” to participate in direct
political actions and the ”protest potential” within the population is “more widespread
than actual behavior would suggest” (ibid., 92).



Methodology and Data Analysis

Qualitative Content Analysis




Data Collection

0 The filed work started the first week of the
mobilizations and ended 4 weeks later.

O A team of 5 researchers conducted face to face
interviews with 90 participants.

0 We used semi-structured questionnaire focusing mainly
on their attitudes towards democracy and the party
system.

O After the cleaning process our sample consists of 79
interviews.




Methodology

o Sampling method: purposive sampling

o Data Analysis Method: Qualitative Content Analysis — QCA
o Transcription, initial coding

o Validity check of the coding frame

o Final coding

2TOX0C TNG EMUAOYNG TOU SEIYHATOC NTAV N AIMAVTNON TWV EPEUVNTIKWY HOC EPWTNUATWY
KaL n €1¢ BaBog mAnpodopnaon yla to yeyovos. H emihoyn tou Selypatog ywvotav Stadoxika
Kol TapAAANAQ e TNV avAAUoH, YEYOVOC TIOU LG EMETPETE TN SLApOPPWOr| TOU KATA Tn
SLapKeLa TNG EPELVOC. AUTH €LvVaL L0 TIPOKTLKI) TIOU XPNOLUOTIOLE(TAL KOl 0T BepeAlWUEVN
Bewpla Kal £XEL WG OTOXO TNV KATAOKEUT KATNYOPLWV I TUTIWV cuUTeptdopag. H
delypatoAnyia otapatda otav emeABeL 0 BEwWPNTIKOG KOPESHOG, O0Tav SnAadr amo tnv
TPOCONKN VEWV TIEPUTTWOEWY SEV MPOKUTITOUV VEEG KATNYOPLEC.

MoLoTLKr) AVAAUGT TIEPLEXOUEVOU E(VAL N CUCTNHATIKY KwSIkomoinon Tou UALKOU LE oTOX0
TN dnuLoupyia KATNYOPLOTIOLR CEWY



The reality of the Square

0 Diversity of protesters

0 Distinct political approaches that participated steadily
occupied their own geographical location within the

protest. }
O Left — wing protesters

o nghf — wing extremists Activists (i.e “general assembly”)
O Anti-ideology neutrals

o All-arounds non-activists

H «OUUUETOXLIKN» LG TTAPATAPNON OAEC AUTEG TIG NUEPEG TWV KLVNTOTIONOEWY TWV
AyQVOKTIOUEVWY, LOG EMETPEYPE TN SLAKPLON TOUG OE CUYKEKPLUEVEC TIOALTIKO-LOEOAOYLKEC
opadec.

Eilval yvwotog og 6Aoug o Slaxwplopog Tng mAateiag oe U0 PEPN, TNV TTAVW KoL KATW
mAateia. To KATW HEPOC TNG MAATELOC TO elav KATAAAPEL KUPLWG OL APLOTEPOL EVW TO TTAVW
oL &e€lol e€tpeloTEG. AUTEC TIC SU0 opadeg Ba TIg YapaKTNPL{aUE KAl WG TOUG AKTLBLOTES
NG Stapaptupiog ylati pe Tov Evav i aAAo TPOTo ATAV OL TILO EVEPYOL, ELTE OpyavVWVOVTAG
TLG AQiKEG OUVEAEVUOELG EITE GUYKEVTPWVOVTAG UTIOYPOPES Yo SnuondLopa.

Yripxov OUwG Kot OUAdeG atopwyv Tou Sev eixav cadEg LoeoAoyLko otiypa kot Sev ntav
OLattépwg evepyol, SNAadn SV CULUETELXOV EVEPYA O€ KATTOLA OO TLG MAPATIAVW OUASEG.
AuTtoU¢ Toug Staxwpiloupe og U0 UTTOOUASEC, TOUG OUBETEPOUCG I

amoLE £0AOYLIKOTIOLNEVOUG TIOU GUUUETEXQY OXESOV KABNUEPLVA OTLG CUYKEVIPWOELS Kall
napakoAouBoloav MOANEG amod TIG opAieg mou AdpBavayv xwpa otnv MAATela, KUpLwg yla
EVNUEPWON OXETIKA LE TA PAEYOVTA OLKOVOULKA BEpaTa Kol Toug EPLPEPOEVOUG TIOU
OUMMETEaV KUPLWG OTLE CUYKEVTPWOELS KABe Kuplakr mou to mAnBog avtavotav.
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Crisis of democracy?

Type of preferred democracy Reasons of democratic deficit

Legitimati
on crisis

7%

Procedural
democrac

Y
1%
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Anti-party orientation?

Opinion for political parties

Governing Parties are
parties are necessary
alienated fer
and anly democracy
smaller 5%
parties can

Opinion for politicians

They are
not all the
same, there
are some
politicians

that care

for

people’
proble
2%
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Political Violence?

Violence against politicians Violence as a political mean

| wouldn't
use it, but
| do not
disagree
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Towards an explanation

o Political system/model of democracy

O democracy for them is an ideal political regime that can’t be easily
transformed into a model of government.

O the main reason why democracy in Greece isn't working well is a
representation crisis.

0 Democracy — Political Violence

O Although democracy enjoys the diffuse support of the citizens, the
lower levels of democracy (institutions and agents) don’t gain a serious
amount of specific support from the people.

O Despite the general negation of using violence, the potentiality of
accepting or using violence against politicians from almost 2/3 of the
respondents reveals that the relationship between direct political action
and the democratic order is more complicated than we think.

Political expectations:

Contrary to a widely held view that disappointment and frustration made citizens
apathetic, we find out that the disappointed and outraged people had expectations from
politics, although the mood of many people was a mixture of expectations, aggression
and the will of (radical) change concerning the political status quo.

Political system/model of democracy:

democracy for them is an ideal political regime that can’t be easily transformed into a
model of government. Even between respondents with extremist ideas, the democratic
ideal remains, at least verbally, viable, although they prefer rather an elitist type of
government.

the main reason why democracy in Greece isn’t working well is not because
representatives and parties are not be trusted from the majority of the citizens, but first
of all because political authorities and parties don’t represent properly the interests and
the demands of the citizens.

Democracy-Political violence

Although democracy enjoys the diffuse support of the citizens, the lower levels of
democracy (institutions and agents) don’t gain a serious amount of specific support
from the people.

One of our impressive findings is that despite the general negation of using violence
from the % of our respondents (Table 1), the potentiality of accepting or using violence
against politicians from almost 2/3 of the respondents reveals that the relationship
between direct political action and the democratic order is more complicated than we
think.
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