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Copenhagen 2009 / Outliers among CO2 emitters: choose your pick 

 

Source: UN Data (http://data.un.org/), figure created by CSD  

Reaching an agreement at the Copenhagen conference on climate change starting on December 7, 2009 
will be tough. Everyone is a sinner in a way: (1) the main advocates of binding agreement on climate 
change such as the European countries (EU plus Norway) and Japan are big emitters, taken together; (2) 
the main suspects - US and China are the biggest emitters, each in its own different way and are seen as 
dragging their feet over target agreements; (3) the rest are falling in between with less access to novel 
technologies and gaping inefficiencies in their economies.  

Bulgaria has evidently fulfilled its target commitments under Kyoto and it is a small emitter. Nevertheless, 
Bulgaria remains more carbon-intensive than China as per capita and than US as per $1 GDP. Its 
inefficient economy, however, holds considerable potential for a greener future. This is particularly true 
for its industry. Bulgaria needs to take decisive actions in improving the energy efficiency of its industrial 
and energy production and in introducing green technologies and further measures for sustainable 
consumer behavior. But how much is it willing to pay for it?  


