Session 3: Civic Initiatives for Judicial Reform and Countering Corruption
Description & Objectives:
The reform of the judiciary has been a key challenge for Bulgaria after the democratic changes in late 1989 and is still a priority issue for the country in the context of EU accession. The inadequate organizational structure of the Bulgarian judiciary (encompassing the courts, the prosecution offices and the investigation services), the slow and often inefficient judicial proceedings, corruption and political pressure are among the most serious problems in this area. 

As of the end of the nineties, the need for judicial reform with an ever stronger emphasis on its anti-corruption dimensions has been persistently placed on the agenda by the non-governmental sector – Coalition 2000 through its annual Corruption Assessment Reports, the Judicial Reform Initiative through its Program for Judicial Reform (2000), the Center for the Study of Democracy through its Judicial Anti-Corruption Program (2003) and the report Opportunities for Establishment of Central Register of Legal Persons and Electronic Registries Center in Bulgaria (2003 and 2004), etc. These efforts allowed the first steps to be taken towards a public-private partnership with the bodies of the judicial, executive and legislative branches, which has been quite beneficial, especially in terms of drafting strategic and programmatic documents.
The objective of this training session will be to enhance the capacity of policy makers and civil society organizations from ECA countries to effectively implement the public-private partnership approach in the fight against corruption, in particular in the area of judicial reform. The session will focus on the following sub-topics:
· Establishing public-private partnership for reforming the judiciary in Bulgaria

· Judicial Reform Initiative (JRI) for Bulgaria – establishment, objectives, 

· development of programmatic documents: Program for Judicial Reform (2000) and Judicial Anti-Corruption Program (2003)

· Policy recommendations for improving the work of the judiciary and countering corruption

· structure, organization and governance of the judiciary, 

· criminal law and procedure, 

· civil law and procedure,

· administrative law and procedure

· Translating policy recommendations into practical measures
· National Anti-Corruption Strategy, Judicial Reform Strategy, Business Registration Reform Strategy

· legislative measures: assets forfeiture, judgment enforcement, ombudsman 

· mechanisms to counteract internal corruption
Expected results:
· Transfer knowledge, experience and best practices in terms of implementing judicial reform and countering corruption through public-private partnership;

· Encourage policy makers and NGOs to actively interact and cooperate with each other for achieving better results in the area of judicial reform and anti-corruption;
· Develop international networks of experts in the area of judicial reform and anti-corruption as a mechanism for continuing international cooperation.  

Panelists:
· Mr. Chris Thompson, Chief of Party, USAID Commercial Law Reform Project, Sofia, Bulgaria

· Mr. Katilin Popov, Staff Attorney, USAID Commercial Law Reform Project, Sofia, Bulgaria
· Dr. Maria Yordanova, Director of Law Program, Center for the Study of Democracy / Coalition 2000, Sofia, Bulgaria
Moderator:

Mr. Dimitar Markov, Project Coordinator, Law Program, Center for Study of Democracy/Coalition 2000, Sofia, Bulgaria
Background Reading & Resources:
Program for Judicial Reform in Bulgaria, Judicial Reform Initiative, Sofia 2000
http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=1041
Judicial Anti-Corruption Program, Center for the Study of Democracy, Sofia 2003
http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=137
Opportunities for Establishment of Central Register of Legal Persons and Electronic Registries Center in Bulgaria, Center for the Study of Democracy, Sofia, February 2004

2003 Corruption Assessment Report, Coalition 2000, Sofia, February 2004 
http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=1349
Anti-Corruption Reforms in Bulgaria, Coalition 2000, Sofia, February 2005

http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=5100
Judicial Reform Index for Bulgaria, American Bar Association – Central European and Eurasian Law Initiative, Washington, July 2002

Judicial Reform Index for Bulgaria Volume II, American Bar Association – Central European and Eurasian Law Initiative, Washington, April 2004
Judicial Capacity in Bulgaria, Open Society Institute, Monitoring the EU Accession Process: Judicial Capacity, October 2002
Agenda

1. Anti-corruption Effects  of Judgment Enforcement Reform  in Bulgaria (20minutes)
Talking points:

· Reasons for corruptive practices in judgment enforcement

· Judgment enforcement reform in Bulgaria
· Anticorruption effects of the judgment enforcement reform in Bulgaria

Panelist: Mr. Chris Thompson, Chief of Party, USAID Commercial Law Reform Project
Location: Sofia DLC, Bulgaria
2. Civic Initiatives for Judicial Reforms and Countering Corruption  in Bulgaria  (20 minutes)
Talking points:

· The judicial  reform: an indispensable prerequisite for a successful transition towards democracy
· Current challenges to judicial reform in Bulgaria
· Level of corruption in the three branches of the judiciary 
· The civil society – a key player in the political reform process and in reforming the judiciary
· Reform priorities in the judiciary system in Bulgaria
· Registration reform efforts
Panelist: Dr. Maria Yordanova, Director of Law Program, Center for the Study of Democracy / Coalition 2000
Location: Sofia DLC, Bulgaria
	Location
	Start Time
	Finish Time
	Duration

	Washington DC
	07:00
	09:00
	2 hours

	Rome
	13:00
	15:00
	2 hours

	Kiev
	14:00
	16:00
	2 hours

	Sofia
	14:00
	16:00
	2 hours

	Bishkek
	17:00
	19:00
	2 hours


