Distance Learning Program on Anticorruption

Module 5: CORRUPTION AND ORGANIZED CRIME
Tentative date: 30 September, 2005 (Friday)

Description & Objectives: 

The main objectives of the session are to introduce participants to:

· The system of corruption techniques used by the organized crime in societies in transition (with some examples from Bulgaria and Serbia and Montenegro);
· The evolution of organized crime and the changes of the forms of corruption 
· Organized crime and the specificity of its corruption techniques;
· The corruption practices and their role in the transition and merging of illegal and legal, the parallel existence and tying together of the black-grey-white markets;
· Corruption with the organized crime on the black markets – drugs, prostitution, contraband;
· Corruption with the organized crime on the grey markets. The markets of raw stuffs and materials - grain, timber, metal mafias, etc. The market of consumer goods – Chinese and Turkish goods.
· Corruption for securing the entrance of organized crime into country’s legal economy.
The analyses of the Center for Study of Democracy reveal the evolution of the corruption techniques as used by the organized crime to adapt to the changing conditions. If upon the emergence of the first groups racketeering small entrepreneurs, police support was what was sought on a low and local levels, with the beginning of the war in former Yugoslavia, the customs and border officials become the target of corruption.  
Depending of the areas of work, the organized crime implements different corruption systems to assure its safety and security.  The Bulgarian domestic market of drugs presents good example in this respect. In the capital for example, there is a hierarchic system of supply, that controls and divides the distribution territories. This is system is only possible due to the complex system of corrupt practices that operate at different levels starting with the police department and ending with judges and prosecutors in the appellate courts.  
The grey import of Turkish and Chinese goods is an example for a different – network - type of organized crime structure. It consists of various networks that involve dozens of companies, Chinese merchants, customs officers, police and other security officers, tax officers, and finally politicians and oligarchs.  
Expected Results:

· Transfer knowledge, experience and best practices in terms of  understanding the relation between organized crime and corruption
· Strengthen local capacity to engage in anticorruption activities related to organized crime;

· To enhance the capacity of civil society organizations to exercise control over the performance of the governmental anticorruption programs for fighting organized crime.
Speakers:
Dr. Stuart Gilman, Head,Anti-Corruption Unit and The Global Programme against Corruption, Rule of Law Section, United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime, Vienna, Austria
Dejan Anastasiević, Investigation Journalist, Vreme Weekly Magazine, Belgrade, Serbia and Montenegro
Philip Gounev, Research Fellow, European Program, Center for Study of Democracy, Sofia, Bulgaria
Moderator: Boyko Todorov, Program Director, Center for Study of Democracy / Coalition 2000, Sofia, Bulgaria
Background Reading & Resources:
1. Threats and Phantoms of Organised Crime, Corruption and Terrorism: Critical European Perspectives, van Duyne, Petrus, Matjaz Jager, Klaus von Lampe, James L. Newell (eds.), Nijmegen: Wolf Legal Publishers, 2004, 
2. Organized and Corporate Crime in Europe: Offers that Can't Be Refused,  Ruggiero, Vincenzo Aldershot et al.: Dartmouth, 1996

3. The Mirage, Zay N. Smith and Pamela Zekman, New York: Random House, 1979
4. ANTI-CORRUPTION REFORMS IN BULGARIA, Center for Study of Democracy, Sofia, Bulgaria, 2005 (http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=5100)

5. Transportation, Smuggling and Organized Crime, Center for Study of Democracy, Sofia, Bulgaria, 2004 (http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=4236)
6. Partners in Crime: The Risks of Symbiosis between the Security Sector and Organized Crime in Southeast Europe, Sofia, 2004 (http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=2033)
7. The Drug Market in Bulgaria, Sofia, 2003. (http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=974)
8. Smuggling in Southeast Europe, Sofia, 2002. (http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=12854)
9. Corruption, Trafficking and Institutional Reform, Sofia, 2002. (http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=12857)
10. Corruption and Illegal Trafficking: Monitoring and Prevention, Second, revised and amended edition, Sofia, 2000.  (http://www.csd.bg/artShow.php?id=12890)
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