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Ambassador Shohei Naito, Japan
As a representative of the Japanese government, first let me express my gratitude for the invitation to the CSD Annual Security Conference. Minister Aso himself has to be in Tokyo today in order to attend deliberations in the Diet. Therefore, in light of my role as the liaison with NATO in Brussels, I am participating in the discussions on this matter. Now, before going into this issue, we studied the current state of NATO's transformation. And indeed, NATO is carrying out self-reform to adapt to the demands of the times. As an observer who follows these changes closely, I would like to state clearly here that I rate the transformation highly.
So, the issue before us is partnerships for dealing with common security challenges. It appears that Japan has been invited to this conference precisely because it is starting to be recognized by NATO as a potential partner. In fact, six days from now, on May 4, Minister Aso is invited to NATO headquarters in Brussels, where he will give a speech in the North Atlantic Council on Japan's position. Therefore, what I am going to say to you this afternoon is meant to fill in the background of this for you.
Geographically, Japan is located at the opposite end of the Eurasian continent seen from Europe. Nevertheless, both Japan and Europe are tightly linked by the bonds of shared values of fundamental importance, such as the firm belief in freedom, democracy, human rights and the rule of law. It is because we share these beliefs that Japan and Europe have recognized the need for partnership and continue to promote cooperation in that direction. The partnership between Japan and Europe was first mentioned in writing in the 1991 Japan-EC Joint Declaration (Joint Declaration on Relations between the European Community and Its Member States and Japan). This statement at the outset reconfirms the consciousness of both Europe and Japan of their common values. Since 1992, Japan has been a partner of the OSCE (the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe). Japan also has been enjoying its status as the only Asian nation observer in the Council of Europe since 1996. 

Europe, in particular, has actively continued its effort to introduce common fundamental values to be shared in the region, and this promotion of values has been instrumental in successfully bringing about political and economic stability in Europe. Japan highly commends this success and is supportive of such efforts made by Europe.
Let us now focus our discussion on NATO's recent activities and explore the possibilities of partnership with Japan. In response to the enormous changes in the security environment of the international community since the end of the Cold War, NATO has reinforced its efforts toward international peace and stability and is also actively engaging in building partnerships with neighboring countries. With the Japan-US alliance and international cooperation as the bases of its foreign policy, Japan, as well, is making every effort to contribute to international peace and stability in close cooperation with the international community and international organizations such as the United Nations. Further, even in the context of the New National Defense Program Guidelines published in 2004, Japan has made clear its policy of more proactive implementation of international peace support activities in the future, while maintaining the basic concept under the constitution of an exclusively defense-oriented stance. Over the past 14 years, there has been a remarkable evolution in Japan's contribution to the peace and stability of the international community through overseas dispatch of the Self-Defense Force.
From the viewpoint of humanitarian contributions and improvements in the international security environment, the first example is the active contribution to international disaster relief activities in the aftermath of the recent Indian Ocean tsunami and the earthquake in Pakistan. The gratitude shown by the governments and people of the affected countries for these kinds of activities shows that disaster relief is one of the main areas where the Self-Defense Force can contribute to the peace and stability of the international community.
Second, with regard to peacekeeping operations, while Japan's Self-Defense Force is under a strict constitutional restriction whereby the use of weapons is limited to the minimum necessary for self-defense, we have carried out many UN assignments based on the International Peace Cooperation Law. Hense, engineer units were dispatched to Cambodia for peacekeeping activities in 1992, Self-Defense Forces have been dispatched to Mozambique, the Golan Heights and East Timor. In addition, it has carried out relief activities for refugees and victims in Rwanda, Afghanistan and Iraq.
Thirdly, since 9/11 it has continued to provide logistical support for Operation Enduring Freedom activities in the Indian Ocean and to carry out humanitarian and reconstruction assistance in Iraq. When it participates in activities, such as those in the Indian Ocean and Iraq, which are not covered by the existing law allowing participation in peacekeeping operations and disaster relief, a special measures law is enacted each time.
Until now, there has been some dialogue between Japan and NATO, but for Japan and NATO to build a partnership for cooperation in dealing with various issues faced by the international community, it is essential to sort out the conditions for effective cooperation in the future.
First of all, in addition to exchange of views, such as those in the framework of the Japan-NATO High-Level Consultations that took place this month, we are aware that it is important to strengthen the dialogue, for example by ensuring opportunities for regular dialogue with the NAC, the highest decision-making body of NATO, in order to create a common understanding on various issues. Further, we would like to look into future cooperation on the operational side by promoting defense exchanges, participating actively in seminars and the like, and thus steadily build results. In this way, I believe that by deepening cooperation between Japan and NATO even further, the values shared by Japan and the NATO countries will spread and lead to global peace and stability. 
