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Fourth Annual Security Conference: NATO Transformation - Facing New Security Frontiers
Sofia, 28-29 April 2006
Borys Tarasyuk, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Ukraine
Ministers, Excellencies, Ladies and Gentlemen,

It is a great pleasure and honour for me to address such a distinguished audience. As you may know, my participation in this conference follows the informal meeting of the NATO-Ukraine Commission at the level of foreign ministers. Therefore, this is just the right time and place to share my views on the matters related to the ongoing transformation of the Alliance. 
The new era of international development has brought not only positive trends into everyday life, such as spread of democratic values, but also a number of new challenges to world security. These challenges are mostly of global nature, namely terrorism, proliferation of weapons of mass destruction, strained energy resources and supply, regional crises and local conflicts, which endanger the broader security area. Countering them requires the joint efforts of the whole world community. In this regard, I am glad to meet here my colleagues from various places all over the world to exchange views on how to improve our cooperation vis-à-vis the new threats and challenges.
The geography of participants at this conference proves that the issues of NATO transformation are no longer being treated as internal ones for this organization. The issue of new priorities for NATO activities arose some decades ago, when the Cold War came to an end. Since then, the Alliance succeeded in several transformations in accordance with the new challenges, including two waves of enlargement.
We all know that the essential purpose of NATO is to safeguard by political and military means the freedom and security of all its members in accordance with the principles of the UN Charter and the provisions of the Washington Treaty of 1949. At the same time, we realize that the strategic security environment in the world has changed to include a wide spectrum of new global threats from terrorism to various civil emergencies as an integral part of today’s security landscape. The main threats are now beyond the traditional area of NATO’s responsibility. Consequently, the Alliance should continue to review its approaches to preserving security. It should be reflected in the nowadays transformation process of the Alliance. 

An important change in NATO activities since the end of the Cold War is its involvement in building stability on three continents—in former Yugoslavia in Europe, in Afghanistan and Iraq in Asia, and in Sudan in Africa. Moreover, the NATO operational activity has also changed dramatically—the Alliance more and more often acts together with partner nations as well as other interested regional and world players. The Balkans became the first region where NATO tried to do its best, together with partners and regional actors, in resolving the crisis. The situation in the Balkans still needs much attention by the international community. However, the progress we have achieved so far is remarkable: Bosnia-Herzegovina got well on track in terms of internal stability, Kosovo hopefully is moving towards the resolution of its complicated inter-ethnic problems, Slovenia became a NATO member and Macedonia and Albania will do the same in the near future. The role of NATO in the stabilization of the situation in Afghanistan continues to be important and constantly grows. Ukraine has also declared recently its intention to contribute to this process. Ukraine is also contributing to the NATO Training Mission in Iraq. Such efforts aimed at developing Iraq’s own capabilities to ensure its security are vital in the global context. Despite the withdrawal of our military contingent from Iraq, Ukraine continues to render all possible support to the Iraqi authorities in building up their national security sector by providing appropriate training for Iraqi personnel. I cannot but mention the Alliance’s assistance to the African Union in expanding its peacekeeping mission in Darfur. Never before has NATO been involved in the African region. Recently, Ukraine decided to support this NATO-EU mission and now the African Union’s peacekeepers are airlifted by Ukrainian planes.
Another important aspect of NATO transformation in terms of maintaining regional and world security is its engagement in global efforts to fight terrorism and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction. Operation Active Endeavor in the Mediterranean became an important element of international activities in this area. Ukraine shares the view that it is vital for global security to keep the Mediterranean safe. Energy supplies and transportation are the reasons for that. About 65% of the natural resources consumed in Europe, such as oil and gas, pass annually through that region. Ukraine has committed itself to support Operation Active Endeavor, and is now preparing appropriate capabilities.

The new and very positive element of NATO security activities is the assistance in civil emergency relief. I mean, first of all, the assistance to Pakistan in tackling the dramatic consequences of the earthquake as well as to the USA after dreadful hurricane Katrina. Sharing the Alliance humanitarian efforts, Ukraine provided its contribution as well.
The NATO operational and crisis management experience, both in and out of the Euro-Atlantic area, should be duly reflected in the process of Alliance transformation. Moreover, the Alliance’s operational capabilities should be combined with the enhancement of political dialogue and cooperation. Taking into account the new security challenges, the geography of such cooperation should go far beyond the Euro-Atlantic area and responsibility should not be limited to NATO member states. Today’s regional and global security challenges require appropriate steps in terms of transforming the geopolitical role of NATO.
First, prevention is the best strategy to resolve any problem. That is why NATO enlargement, aimed at extending the zone of security and stability for the whole of Europe, is in the best interest of all Allies, partners, non-NATO European states, and the world community. Certainly, aspirants and those who are supposed to become aspirants in the nearest future (hopefully, Ukraine is among them) should make a substantial endeavor to achieve as soon as possible the criteria necessary for membership in the Alliance. 
Second, it is advisable to improve cooperation within the framework of EAPC, in particular in terms of expanding democratic values and taking on board interested states, such as Bosnia-Herzegovina, and Serbia and Montenegro. The ultimate resolution of all the Balkans’ problems, in our view, could be found in the NATO and EU membership of all countries of this region. Besides that, in the context of continuous globalization, there is also a significant potential for fruitful cooperation in the format of NATO+ and EAPC+.
Third, NATO security activities in different regions of the world engage many non-partner states in security cooperation with the Alliance. Now Australia, Japan, New Zealand, Pakistan, and Brazil demonstrate their growing interest in developing cooperation with NATO. Moreover, they already participate in the Alliance operational activity. It is a promising trend for all of us. Thus, NATO should think over the possibilities to extend its programs of partnership cooperation, as appropriate, for members of the Mediterranean Dialogue, the Istanbul Cooperation Initiative, as well as for other “operational” partners of NATO. This would result in a real “global security partnership” led by NATO. At the same time, the proven partnership instruments such as EAPC/PfP should not be dissolved in this new global security cooperation.
Fourth, in conformity with the declarations of the 2004 NATO Summit in Istanbul, the Alliance should pay more attention to the security in the wider Black Sea region. European and Euro-Atlantic integration have become the main factor of stabilization and consolidation in the region. Membership in the EU and NATO is a key tool to securing lasting peace in the region, to building civil societies, to bringing democracy and economic prosperity to the peoples. Ukraine realizes the vital importance of this issue in the context of European security. The security in the Black Sea region was at the core of our joint initiative with Georgia named Community for Democratic Choice. Ukraine believes that there are many options for NATO to build and extend cooperation with all actors of the Black Sea region. Ukraine adheres to the EU and NATO policy in the region and is willing to be an active promoter of such cooperation. 
To summarize, I would like to underline that all aspects of NATO transformation influence the interests of the Allies and the whole world community. That is why we hope that those issues will be discussed in an appropriate manner with NATO partners as well.

Thank you for your attention.

