
        Theodossis Georgiou, 








     Chairman, Greek Association for 
       Atlantic and European Cooperation 
The Role of the NGO's of NATO and Their Contribution to the Common Security
It is a big honor for me to participate in the International Conference of the Center for the Study of Democracy under the title NATO Transformation – Facing New Security Frontiers and I would like indeed to thank the organizers for inviting me. With this occasion, allow me to repeat what I have emphasized many times in several of my presentations. During these presentations, I have pointed out as the most fundamental issue that of public support. NATO membership is nothing more than a promise and a commitment by each of its members to be part of a community of values, and to act diplomatically and militarily to protect that community of values. Public support guarantees the political will of the signature to be a member of the Alliance. Public support provides the legitimacy, which matters as much as power does. As everybody knows, public support requires an educated public and an educated public means that they understand the reason for being a NATO member and how this issue affects their lives. 

Ladies and Gentlemen,

In our days, the idea of an interdependent world having to deal with a multitude of complex issues is gaining ground at a steady pace. The international system is composed of many structures of interactions, and not just among states. Governments are not the only actors on the world level, and military stability is not the only important issue in world politics.

There is no doubt that today’s world of interdependence and globalization of problems, reinforces the role of non-governmental organizations, since they do not face the restrictions of government actors. As the new dimensions acquired by the notion of security make new channels of communication among people above and beyond government activity necessary, by reinforcing the role of NGOs we can contribute to the creation of confidence and security between countries.
Indeed the nearly forty years (1946-1986) which constitute the period immediately after the Second World War, were characterized by the East-West confrontation which dominated the whole international scene and by one of this confrontation's main consequences: the European continent's division. This situation had, of course, many consequences. I think that one of them, which is the least mentioned, even though it is very important, concerns mental and psychological aspects. No one can deny the fact that the Cold War period has continuing effects, not just on our economies but basically on our minds: people living on the same continent do not know each other—certainly not as well as they should, now that the period of confrontation is over and the artificial divisions among us have disappeared. But if the mentality of one is practically unknown to the other, how can we be sure that confidence has replaced suspicion and mistrust?
In my view, an environment of confidence can be created if we focus our future efforts on developing and extending transparency and information. This, I believe, is the best route towards ensuring stability and the secure construction of solidarity and understanding among people. Our relationship should be based on the establishment of a climate of trust that would reduce the risk of conflict by improving at the same time political relations. 

In order to establish a new framework for security and cooperation, the NGOs of NATO, such as is the Atlantic Treaty Association (ATA) and its partners may play a dynamic role in promoting confidence across the European continent. More specifically, the Atlantic Treaty Association, an international organization, a network of national Atlantic Associations in 42 countries from Vancouver to Vladivostok, has a very important part to play in the Euro-Atlantic context. 

ATA is unique in its status. It is a confederation of national Euro-Atlantic Associations that aim to inform and educate public opinion in our respective countries. We are acting in a domain which is clearly political, but we are not engaged in political affairs. We are acting in a domain, which touches on the security of our nation, but we are not military experts. We conduct our affairs in a plain that in certain circumstances concerns the diplomatic domain, but we do not practice parallel diplomacy.

ATA strives to defend and develop the basic principles of the Treaty: peace, freedom, well-being and security. 

The Atlantic Treaty Association (ATA) is an organization which acts as a network facilitator in the Euro-Atlantic and beyond. The ATA draws together political leaders, academics, and diplomats in an effort to further the values set forth in the North Atlantic Treaty. 

Since the end of the Cold War and the dissolution of the Warsaw Pact, the role of the Atlantic Treaty Association has changed considerably. Given the shifting nature of security politics, and NATO’s continued transformation, the ATA now works beyond the borders of the Euro-Atlantic—promoting new initiatives in Central and Eastern Europe, the Mediterranean, and the South Caucasus. Following the ascension of the new NATO countries in 1999 and 2004, the ATA membership expanded considerably, and naturally its security focus has shifted eastward. 

The ATA is active in NATO’s Partnership for Peace (PfP) and Mediterranean Dialogue programmes. 

The Atlantic Treaty Association seeks, through discussion and political channels, to support the values set forth in the North Atlantic Treaty: Freedom, Liberty, Peace, Security, and the Rule of Law. As such, the ATA acts as a forum for debate in which member associations can realize common interests and democratic goals in the ever-changing security environment of the 21st century. 

The ATA is now fully dedicated to engaging the youth of the Euro-Atlantic through close cooperation with its youth division, the Youth Atlantic Treaty Association (YATA). YATA seeks to educate and promote debate amongst the successor generations in an effort to create responsible future political leaders who have an understanding of the values set forth in the North Atlantic Treaty. 

The Atlantic Treaty Association firmly believes in the strength of the transatlantic relationship—one which is fundamental to the stability of the international system in the 21st century. As such, the ATA remains instrumental in bridging values from both sides of the Atlantic in its effort to underpin the broader goals of the NATO Alliance. 

                  The ATA aims to:

· Promote the values set forth in the North Atlantic Treaty. 

· Educate and inform the public regarding NATO’s missions and responsibilities. 

· Promote democracy. 

· Promote the solidarity of the populations of the North Atlantic area, and of those whose governments have signed NATO PfP or Mediterranean Dialogue Agreements, and/or those who are directly concerned with the affairs of Euro-Atlantic security. 

· Support the development of civil society in the Black Sea area and the Caucasus. 

· Conduct research into the role of NATO, and its expansion to the countries of Central Europe and the former Soviet Union. 

· Pursue a dialogue with countries bordering the Mediterranean and in the Middle East, which work in cooperation with the Alliance. 

· Deepen cooperation between the ATA, its member associations, the governments of its member associations, NATO, the NATO Parliamentary Assembly, and the EU. 

· Foster debate and dialogue in an effort to create a solid understanding of key Alliance issues. 

· Engage civil society groups which support peace, security, and broad democratic practices. 

· Facilitate the development of strong relationships among its members in an effort to realize common interest, and achieve common goals. 

There are regular exchanges of information and ideas between the National Committees, a pooling of knowledge about the situation in particular countries, to achieve a deeper understanding of the economic, social and political factors that inspire competitive arming or provocative behavior. This results in improving awareness on how one country's actions affect the security perceptions of neighboring countries. There is a definite need for a greater cultural insight into societies and a better familiarity with the political vocabulary of each other. That creates a mood of solidarity, which exists among its national organizations and its members committed to the same values and the same ideals.

The spirit of cooperation generated by this atmosphere allows the Atlantic Associations to play a discrete but efficient role in promoting understanding and collaboration among the countries of the Euro-Atlantic area. A particularly significant aspect of ATA’s actions rests on the solidarity which exists among its national organizations and its members committed to the same values and the same ideals. A concrete example of this is the privileged relationship that has developed between the Atlantic Council of Turkey and the Greek Association for Atlantic and European Cooperation. Let me tell you that I am convinced that the actions of our respective associations have had their influence on the positive evolutions that our two countries have recently experienced in their relations.

The Atlantic Associations and the Atlantic Councils as factors affecting the public opinion of the member countries, but also as receivers of messages, can convey these to governments and to the major actors that influence the process of cooperation on political, environmental and security issues. While as NGOs they defend the values of democracy and solidarity among peoples, these associations can equally influence the decision-making process both at the national and international level. They also assist their governments, by offering suggestions for their undertakings in establishing confidence. In this context the ATA and its National Committees can also broaden the coalition of different forces willing to work for the same purpose among representatives of government and a multitude of other actors, such as scientists, experts and the public.
We must consider the fact that long-lasting peace necessarily depends upon continued progress, not solely in military matters but mainly upon other fundamental issues, such as political, economic, and environmental issues. In this aspect, the ATA and its National Committees must emphasize their part regarding the already mentioned political aspects of security, in contributing to the adoption of comprehensive security measures beyond the military ones. There is a greater need to focus on political, economic, social and other forms of non-military operations, than on military arrangements as such.

The ATA and its National Committees focus their efforts on increasing interdependence between countries through enhanced cooperation in the fields of politics, economy, human rights, democratic institutions and the environment. That expansion of interdependence would lead, to a certain extent, to the decrease of tautness, and eventually will prevent sources of tension from escalating. 

The ability of the Atlantic Treaty Association—the Confederation of Atlantic Associations—to positively contribute to decision-making and policy formation within the Atlantic Alliance is therefore obvious. Moreover, the restoration of networks between groups above and beyond core politics can create a culture of cooperation and peaceful coexistence in a very efficient way in our globalized world. NGOs have a crucial role to play in this context.

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The role of the NATO NGOs is thus clear: we have to establish and defend the peace and freedom that we enjoy today, so as to ensure that all our people in the future will speak the common language of democracy. The new century has brought a new management concept with it: states and governments must learn to run their internal and external affairs with the direct participation and cooperation of NGOs. This is something that our associations inaugurated within our Euro-Atlantic family many decades ago. With the addition of new members from Central and Eastern Europe, we have become stronger. Not restricted by governmental limits, but in cooperation with governments, we have prepared and realized the rapprochement of Euro-Atlantic societies and established bonds of cooperation between them. We have the vision, we have the mission, we have the motivation and we have our self-confidence.

Thank you.


