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Ladies and Gentlemen,
It is my pleasure to welcome you at today’s public discussion. As you know, the Center for the Study of Democracy has been contributing to the promotion of good governance in Bulgaria for some years now and most of this work has been in partnership with government institutions. Accordingly, we have chosen to start this remarkable year in Bulgaria’s modern history by presenting the latest tangible result of our joint efforts with the Commission for the Prevention and Counteraction of Corruption.
With membership in the EU now effective, the dynamic of reforms - and their corresponding debates - can be expected to change. Instead of general deliberation about the overarching issues of transition – justice, rule of law – the focus of political and public attention will be shifting towards practical policies and the achievement of tangible accomplishments.
The demand for tangibility in the area of anticorruption is most critical. Corruption could not be effectively curbed unless justice is served with respect to corrupt civil servants or policy makers. This is a key benchmark not just in terms of public opinion but because it measures reliably the depth and practical implications of the reforms. If law-making is not complemented by effective law-enforcement, and new anticorruption bodies are set up and individuals replaced without a clear purpose or visible result, we will be engaging in make-believe thus preventing anticorruption reforms from actually happening.
Bulgaria’s European future will also bring opportunities for enhancing the role of its civil society as both a watchdog and major partner in democratic governance. Think tanks such as the Center for the Study of Democracy have repeatedly proven not only their ability to research and analyze, but also to formulate and advocate specific policies and solutions. The main policies suggested by the Center in its 1998 Anticorruption Action Plan, for instance, were at the core of the anticorruption strategies of two successive Bulgarian governments. Our mission has evolved to focus now on supporting the development of public administrative capacity which would allow Bulgaria to make the most of its EU membership while also helping government introduce effective and transparent policies. The System for Monitoring Anticorruption Reforms we are presenting today is one of a number of contributions toward this goal.
In relation to this, let me also express our appreciation to the German EU Presidency for its firm commitment to support accountability-oriented reforms in Bulgaria as part of the EU integration process. I would also like to acknowledge the considerable support, which the US government and USAID have been providing to our anti-corruption work, in particular as regards the development of corruption monitoring instruments. 
I would now like to invite Minister Petkov, Chairman of the Commission for the Prevention and Counteraction of Corruption, to make his address.
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