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PRESS RELEASE                                          Sofia, Bulgaria 19 April 2007 
Fashion: support to sector SMES from F2F Project
The project will assist SMEs participating in the EU 7th Framework Programme
 

The F2F (www.fashiontofuture.eu) project, coordinated by the Italian Institute for Industrial Promotion (IPI) in partnership with 37 EU-MED support organizations in the field, will assist SMEs of the fashion sector seizing the many Research and Technological Development (RTD) opportunities arising from the 7th Framework Programme of the EU

Fashion to Future (F2F) represents a real chance to make innovation, technology and research nearer and more accessible for the SMEs of the fashion sector (textile, clothing and footwear). What hinders innovation is very often not only a lack of strategic RTD information, but also the resources, the tools and methodologies to develop innovative ideas. The project, co-financed by the European Commission, intends to address such issues by a targeted information activity directed to 40.000 euro-mediterranean SMEs operating in the fashion sector, by the creation of an online database with more than 1.500 R&D results and technology transfer opportunities, by the organisation of about 60 events to generate new R&D project ideas, and, finally, by facilitating contacts and collaboration among SMEs. The main project objective is to coach SMEs in the transition from FP6 to FP7, and to strengthen SMEs capacity to get the best results out of the EU RTD financial tools. 
On January 1st, 2007, the 7th Framework Programme has been officially launched by the European Commission. With an overall budget of 50.521 billion euros, the new programme will provide greater cooperation opportunities among universities, research centres and enterprises within several research themes. Among the most interesting thematic priorities for the fashion sector, SMEs should focus on nanosciences, nanotechnologies, materials and new production technologies which today offers new and outstanding perspectives to EU-MED enterprises.
Geographically F2F covers 19 countries, two of them belonging to the MED area (Morocco and Tunisia), one being EU candidate (Turkey) and the rest being EU members (Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech Republic, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Malta, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Spain, and United Kingdom). The whole partnership represents most of EU-MED fashion industry, whose economic and social relevance is still recognised as fundamental. Today, the fashion supply chain, including textile, clothing, footwear, leather goods and accessories employs more than 8 million workers and is made up of about 200.000 SMEs.
www.fashiontofuture.eu

