
SOFIA ECONOMIC COUNCIL
GOAL


The Economic Council focuses the efforts and personal commitment of business, academic and NGO leaders for the prosperity of Sofia. The Council identifies major issues in the city’s development, evaluates options and assists in the implementation of viable solutions. The Council acts in a dynamic public-private partnership.
TASKS

The Council supports Sofia’s sustainable growth through:
· Identifying key issues important to the economy of the city such as job creation opportunities, administrative service, changes to local and national legislation, innovation and technology transfer, taxes, transport and environment, investment projects, etc.;
· Creating and developing public-private partnerships;

· Harnessing economic opportunities generated by the application of high tech and the introduction of the knowledge economy;
· Presenting alternative, private solutions to municipal problems.
ACTIVITIES

The Council studies the major issues that impact Sofia’s business climate and growth such as administrative and tax services, labor relations, informal economy, utilities, infrastructure, construction and building, education, innovation and technology transfer. 

Each year the Council presents a White Paper on the business environment in Sofia to the Mayor and the Municipal Council. The White Paper is based on active dialogue and partnership between the private sector and the municipality. Backed by independent analysis and assessment the Paper contains policy recommendations for priority actions in key business environment areas.  Each member of the Council has the right to put forward for discussion proposals, strategies and action plans. 
The Economic Council organizes conferences, seminars and roundtable discussions to stimulate the free exchange of ideas on improving the city’s business environment and growth potential. 

FOUNDING, MEMBERSHIP AND ORGANIZATION
The Council is an independent, non-partisan and non-political body. It brings together business, academic and municipal leaders to enhance the Sofia’s economic prosperity.
The Council is initiated by a Founding Group. Membership in the Council is by invitation only to ensure geographical and industry diversity and alternative business viewpoints. The Council comprises of the presidents of Sofia universities and the business leaders of the biggest investors and employers in the capital city. Council members elect its chairman and his/her deputies. The Council meets 3-4 times a year.


