sofia competitiveness White Paper
Goal

The White Paper presents alternative solutions to the main challenges of the city’s economic development, aiming at making it a part of the global network of modern, dynamic and attractive centers for entrepreneurship, business, work and education. 

characteristics
The White Paper: 
· is a document for strategic planning, elaborated on the basis of independent analyses and surveys, which present Sofia’s competitive position in national and European context, the development of its business environment, the main challenges and opportunities for the city’s stable and balanced growth and integration into the global economy; 

· targets the leaders and policy makers of the private and public sector who shape the development of modern Sofia; 

· is based on the dialogue between the representatives of the private sector and the municipality, and contains recommendations for priority actions for public-private partnerships.

The White Paper is an annual document of the Sofia Economic Council and it draws on the 2003 Sofia City Strategy. Every year the paper focuses on a current issue that is important to the long-term development of the city’s economy as well as to the international business and financial community. 

Contents & Themes

The White Paper is a short and instructive document that does not seek to be all-encompassing, but rather focuses on a number of strategically important issues to the city’s economic development:

· economy and business environment – leading industries, foreign direct investments, emerging clusters, administrative services, utilities, infrastructure, etc.;

· human capital – education, labor market and skills, life-long learning;

· innovation – high technology clusters, number of startups, venture capital, R&D, hi-tech incubators, technology transfer, patenting, etc.

