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Minister Velev,
Honorable Members of Parliament, 

Distinguished Guests,

Ladies and Gentlemen:

· It is a great pleasure for me to address you on behalf of the United States Government. Let me start by wishing you and your family members a peaceful and productive new year that would see your personal goals and the aspirations of your country come to fruition.
· The US Government places a high importance on disseminating democratic values and principles of good governance around the world and is very committed to supporting various educational activities aimed at promoting these values. USAID recognizes the long term effect of such activities on the rule of law in Bulgaria.
· Bulgaria’s secondary schools have proved to be particularly efficient not only in responding to the need to adopt anti-corruption/ good governance courses but also in indulging in practical school activities that promote good governance on school campuses and in respective communities.
·  Over the past year all these achievements were possible due to the efforts of our implementing partner, Coalition 2000, to foster a genuine public-private partnership, comprising of a variety of stakeholders such as the Ministry of Education, the Anti-Corruption Commission at the Council of Ministers, government educational and training bodies, NGOs, participating schools, etc. Your accomplishments up to date are commendable.
· However, the experience and capacity accumulated by participating schools and stakeholders need to be transferred to the Ministry of Education, which is mandated to manage Bulgaria’s secondary education. It needs to translate into specific outcomes before the launch of next school year. To do that, the preparation has to start now.  
· While schools and NGOs involved in educational activities will continue to play an important role in fostering a democratic culture of lawfulness and intolerance of corruption, our goal is to ensure the long-term sustainability of these initiatives.  To this extent, it is important that certain enabling factors are in place:

 

· The Ministry of Education needs to adopt national educational standards and instructions for teaching anti-corruption classes as part of secondary schools’ civic education curriculum;
· The Ministry of Education can officially recommend the introduction of anticorruption courses at universities in order to prepare teachers and other school staff such as social workers, school psychologists, etc.;
· The Ministry of Education in cooperation with the National Institute on Education needs to develop a set of official teaching and training tools and methodological guidelines on anti-corruption classes;

· Teaching tools and materials, developed with USAID/Coalition 2000 assistance can be used towards this end;
· Finally, dialogue with all governmental and non-governmental stakeholders, involved in promoting anti-corruption in secondary schools in Bulgaria needs to be sustained. 
· A working group at Coalition 2000, comprising of NGOs and government experts has already drawn a draft Concept Paper addressing the issue. This strategic document sets out a framework for incorporating good governance in secondary schools’ curricula. It is intended to guide secondary and higher level educational authorities, as well as local authorities, teachers, NGOs and parents in promoting good governance as a mainstream subject. 

· The United States has supported and will continue to support Bulgaria’s efforts to promote rule of law in Bulgaria by enhancing government transparency and accountability, improving judicial governance, streamlining business rules and regulations, etc. with support provided by its many programs in Bulgaria. 
· Part of this bigger objective is the effort to support the collaborative process between government and non-governmental stakeholder to promote anti-corruption/good governance courses in Bulgaria’s secondary schools. 
· Thank you for your participation today and I wish you a very productive discussion.
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