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Ladies and gentlemen,
I am extremely pleased to announce that anticorruption education in Bulgaria is already a fact. It has been one of Coalition 2000’s topmost priorities. For this achievement, we have worked in close cooperation with non-governmental organizations, the academia, the teacher community, and representatives of public institutions, and we have received valuable support from the American Agency for International Development.
· During the academic year 2003-2004 courses in anticorruption were taught for the first time at several universities across the country; this pioneering endeavor has served as a tryout aiming to identify the most appropriate teaching models and methods.
· Several pilot projects implemented at secondary schools in a number of cities and supported by NGOs feature various forms of anticorruption education.
· Anticorruption education owes much of its success to the several anticorruption manuals developed and published by Coalition 2000.  Their use at the various levels of formal education is practically essential.

· A concept paper was drawn by the working group on anticorruption education in secondary schools containing the basic guidelines for promoting anticorruption education of young people between grades 1 and 12 of the secondary schools. 
· The above proposals and recommendations worked out by civic organizations correspond to an acknowledged public need for legal, social, economic and institutional improvements of the whole educational system. The concept paper is also in line with Council of Europe’s Programme Education for Democratic Citizenship.

· These initiatives were appreciated by public authorities as well. The best example of the authorities’ willingness and efforts to introduce the basics of anticorruption education in Bulgarian schools was the 2004 anticorruption curriculum designed as an elective for grades 9 to 12. 

In order to promote further anticorruption as an academic subject these so far fruitful partnerships between educational institutions and public authorities on the one hand and civil initiatives on the other hand will have to be sustained. Two public bodies should become key players in this process:

-
The Anticorruption Commission at the Council of Ministers which has already identified anticorruption education as a priority  area. I would like to mention here the strong commitment to the subject of the Commission Secretary Mr. Konstantin Palikarski;
-
The second key institution is, of course, The Ministry of Education and Science​ with the vital contribution of Minister Igor Damyanov and his team of experts.

All stakeholders should draw even more extensively on the analytical potential and expertise of both university and secondary school professionals and involve them further in anticorruption education efforts. 

The process could be stepped up through improvement of the legislation in the field, and through anticorruption education promotion in the practice of schools and universities, that is, through its integration into existing curricula.

In conclusion, allow me to wish you fruitful discussions and success at today’s forum.
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