USAID Partners in Transition II Conference 

Sofia, Bulgaria

September 9-12, 2001 

AGENDA
Sunday, September 9:
1:00 - 5:30 pm

Conference Registration
1:00 - 4:00 pm

Meetings of Cross Border Working Groups
     
Meeting Rooms Rozhen, Vihren I & II, Aleko I & II
5:40 pm            
     
Board buses at hotel lobby for reception
6:00 - 7:30 pm      
Reception hosted by U.S. Ambassador Miles
National Historical Museum at the Boyana Residence
Monday, September 10:
8:00 - 9:00 am      
Conference Registration
8:30              

Welcome and Opening Remarks - Room Moussala I & II
Ms. Paula Feeney, Acting Deputy Assistant Administrator for Europe, USAID
Mr. Andrew S. Natsios, Administrator, USAID 

Ambassador William Taylor, Coordinator
8:45 - 9:15         
Keynote speech
H.E. Petar Stoyanov, President of Bulgaria
9:15-10:00         
Plenary Speaker - Corruption
H.E. Mikheil Saakashvili, Minister of Justice, Republic of Georgia

10:00-10:30       
Coffee Break 

10:30 - 12:30 pm    
Panel discussion on Corruption
Panel Moderator:
Ms. Emilia Sicakova, President of Transparency International, Slovakia
Panel Members:
· Mr. Andrea Stefani, Economic Journalist for IREX –Albania
· Mr. Boiko Todorov, Director for Information Center on the Council of Europe; Coordinator Southeast European Legal Development Initiative; Coalition 2000 – Bulgaria
· Mr. Tinatin Khideasheli, Georgian Young Lawyers Association – Georgia
· Mr. Peter Nizak, Executive Director, Foundation for the Development of Democratic Rights – Hungary
· Mr. Georgy Satarov, Chairman of “Indem" Foundation –Russia
· Dr. Boris Begovic, Director, Center for Liberal-Democratic               Studies; Chief Economic Advisor to Deputy Prime Minister of the Federal Republic of Yugoslavia - FRYugoslavia
12:30 - 2:00 pm     
Lunch - Seasons Restaurant and Terrace
2:00 - 2:45 pm      
Plenary Speaker - Achieving Consensus
Mr. Veran Matic, Chairman of ANEM, Republic of Serbia and Montenegro
2:45-3:30 pm   

Coffee Break

3:30 - 5:00 pm      
Break out sessions on Achieving Consensus
1) Role of Government - Room Moussala I
Panel Moderator: Mr. Mart Siimann, Member of Parliament, Estonia 

Panel Speakers:
• Mr. Marat Sultanov, Chairman of Budget Committee, Parliament of the Kyrgyz Republic
• Ms. Vera Nanivska, Director of ICPS - Ukraine
• Mr. Igor Munteanu, Head of Viitorul Foundation –Moldova

2) Managing Ethnic Conflict - Room Aleko I&II 

Panel Moderator: Maria Sandor, Romania Panel Speakers:
• Mr. Josip Paro, Assistant Minister, Ambassador, Ministry of Foreign Affairs - Croatia
• Mr. Pal Csaky, Deputy Prime Minister, Human Rights - Slovakia
• Mr. Kresimir Zubak, Minister for Human Rights -Bosnia-Herzegovina
3) Economic Society and Vested Interests - Room Moussala II

Panel Moderator: Vladimir Mau, Director, Center for Economic Reform, Russia 

Panel Speakers:
• Mr. Yaroslav Romanchuk, Deputy Chairman of United Civic

Party (UCP), Independent journalist, researcher-Belarus
• Ms. Natalija Nikolovska, Associate Professor
University "Sv. Kiril I Metodij" Faculty of Economics - Macedonia
• Mr. Damir Kustrak, Deputy Minister, Ministry of Finance

Croatia
• Mr. Ivan Pilip, Czech Parliament Deputy and member of

Budget Committee; Former Minister of Finance –Czech

Republic
7:15                

Board buses from hotel lobby for dinner
7:30 pm           
Dinner hosted by H.E. Petar Stoyanov, President of Bulgaria Kempinski Hotel
Tuesday, September 11:
8:00 - 9:00 am      
Conference Registration
8:30 - 9:15        

Opening Remarks
Mr. Andrew S. Natsios, Administrator, USAID
9:15 - 10:00        
Plenary Speaker - Poor and Disenfranchised
Dr. Yegor T. Gaidar, Member of the State Duma (Parliament) of the Federal Assembly of the Russian Federation

10:00 - 10:30       
Coffee Break 

10:30 - 12:30pm    
Panel Discussion on Poor and Disenfranchised
Panel Moderator: Piotr Stasinski, Deputy Editor, Gazeta         Wyborcza, Poland
Panel Speakers:
• Mr. Ashot Yesayan, First Deputy Minister, Ministry of Social Security - Armenia
• Mr. Muhamet Mustafa, President, Riinvest Institute for

Development Research - Kosovo
• Mr. Gurban Sadigov, Acting Chief of Department, Cabinet of

Ministers - Azerbaijan
• Mr. Maris Sprindzuks, Parliamentary Secretary for the Ministry of

Agriculture and a parliamentarian - Latvia
• Ms. Sylvia Ciomei, Minister of SME - Romania
12:30 - 2:00        
Lunch - Seasons Restaurant and Terrace
2:00 - 2:45          
Plenary Speaker - Information Technology
Ms. Esther Dyson, Chairman, ED venture Holdings
2:45-3:30          

Discussion from the Floor
Moderator: Ms. Esther Dyson
3:30-4:00          

Coffee Break

4:00-4:45         

Keynote Address
H. E. President Stjepan Mesic, President of Croatia

4:45               

Closing Remarks - Paula Feeney, USAID 

6:30               

Buffet dinner - Seasons Restaurant and Terrace
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